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STORY TELLING-KRISHNA BOOK 
Story 1: The Advent of Lord Krishna 

Once upon a time, the earth was troubled by the unnecessary military forces of various 

kings who were actually demons. There were disasters on earth. Assuming the form of a cow, 

Bhumi (earth) appeared before Lord Brahma with tears in her eyes to relate this situation. 

Hearing this, Lord Brahma, taking Bhumi and all the demigods, headed by Lord Shiva, 

proceeded towards the ocean of milk, where Lord Vishnu resides. Lord Vishnu sensing the 

problem, conveyed to Lord Brahma that The Supreme Personality of Godhead would appear on 

the earth very soon and that all the demigods should immediately take birth in the family of the 

Yadu dynasty.  

Meanwhile, Vasudeva, who was the son of Shurasena, leader of the Yadu dynasty, was 

returning home on his chariot along with Devaki whom he had just married. His chariot was 

driven by Kamsa, son of Ugrasena and also the brother of Devaki. Suddenly there was an alien 

voice from the sky announcing that the eighth child of Devaki would kill Kamsa. Upon hearing 

this prophecy, Kamsa immediately caught hold of Devaki’s hair and was about to kill her with 

his sword. Trying to save Devaki, Vasudeva said, “If there are any sons born of her, I promise 

that I shall present all of them to you.”  

Kamsa was warned by Narada Muni earlier, to be careful as the demigods were taking 

birth in different families on earth. This alerted Kamsa to the fact that, Lord Vishnu would be 

coming soon too. He had both Vasudeva and Devaki put in prison. Each year, Devaki gave birth 

to a child and Kamsa would kill it. When Devaki became pregnant for the seventh time, a 

plenary expansion of Lord Krishna known as Ananta Shesha appeared within her womb. 

Yogamaya, the principal potency of the supremely powerful Personality of Godhead, 

transferred Lord Ananta Shesha from the womb of Devaki to the womb of Rohini, one of 

Vasudeva’s wives. By this arrangement, Krishna would appear in the womb of Devaki as her 

son with His full potencies and Yogamaya would appear as the daughter of Nanda and Yashoda 

in Vrindavana. 

Accordingly, a daughter was born to Nanda and Yashoda. She was Yogamaya, the 

internal potency of the Lord, by whose influence, all the residents of Kamsa’s palace, were 

overcome with deep sleep, and all the palace doors opened. Though it was a dark night, when 

Vasudeva carried Lord Krishna and went out, he could see everything just as in the sunlight. 

Vasudeva crossed the river Yamuna and went to the palace of Nanda Maharaja, situated in 

Gokula. He silently entered the house of Yashoda, and exchanged his son with the baby girl 

newly born in the house of Yashoda. Then he returned to the prison of Kamsa and silently put 

the girl on the lap of Devaki. He again clamped the chains on himself so that Kamsa would not 

come to know of his activities.   

Thus, the Supreme Lord was transferred from Kamsa’s prison to the safety of the house 

of Nanda Maharaja. 
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Story 2: Putana Killed  

Once, Kamsa instructed a witch named Putana to kill all children in the cities, villages 

and pastures. Putana entered Gokula, the residence of Nanda Maharaja, without permission. 

Dressed as a beautiful woman, she entered the house of mother Yashoda. Because of her lovely 

beauty, no one stopped her. Putana, the killer of many, many children, found baby Sri Krishna 

lying on a small bed, and she could at once make out that the baby was hiding His powers, 

which resembled fire covered by ashes. Putana thought, “This child is so powerful that He can 

destroy the whole universe immediately.” 

When Putana was taking baby Krishna on her lap, both Yashoda and Rohini were 

present, but they did not prevent her because she was so beautifully dressed, and showed 

motherly affection towards Krishna. They could not understand that she was a sword within a 

decorated case. Putana wanted to poison baby Krishna with her milk and kill Him. She had 

killed so many babies before meeting Krishna, and she mistook Him to be like them, but baby 

Krishna sucked the milk-poison along with the life air of the demon. 

As Krishna sucked out her very breath, Putana fell down on the ground, spreading her 

arms and legs. As she died screaming, there was a great vibration on the earth and in the sky, 

and people thought that thunderbolts were falling. Thus the nightmare of the Putana witch was 

over, and she assumed her real feature as a demon. Her fallen body extended up to twelve miles 

and smashed all the trees to pieces, and everyone was struck with wonder upon seeing this 

gigantic body. 

When the gopis saw little Krishna fearlessly playing on Putana’s lap, they quickly came 

and picked Him up. Mother Yashoda, Rohini and other gopis performed the auspicious rituals 

by taking the tail of a cow and circumambulating His body. After this, all the residents of Vraja 

piled Putana’s body with wood for burning. When Putana’s body was burning, the smoke 

emanating from the fire created a nice fragrance. This fragrance was due to her being killed by 

Krishna. This means that the demon Putana was washed of all her sinful activities and attained a 

celestial body.  

Here is an example of how the Supreme Personality of Godhead is all-good: Putana 

came to kill Krishna, but she was immediately purified and attained salvation because she gave 

her milk to Him to drink. So what can be said of those who are affectionate to Krishna in the 

relationship of mother, who with great love and affection render service to Him, the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead and the Supersoul of every living entity? 
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Story 3: The Salvation of Trinavarta 

Krishna’s first birthday was celebrated by everybody. All the cowherd men and women 

were invited to participate in the jubilant celebration. A nice band played, and the assembled 

people enjoyed it. And shortly after this, one day, when mother Yashoda was patting her baby 

on her lap, the baby felt too heavy, and being unable to carry Him, she unwillingly placed Him 

on the ground. After a while, she became engaged in housework. At that time, a servant of 

Kamsa’s known as Trinavarta, as instructed by Kamsa, appeared there in the shape of a 

whirlwind. He picked the child up on his shoulders and raised a great dust storm all over 

Vrindavana, covering everyone’s eyes. Within a few moments the whole area of Vrindavana 

became so densely dark that no one could see each other. During this period, mother Yashoda 

could not see her baby, who was taken away by the whirlwind, and she began to cry. When 

mother Yashoda was so sadly crying, all the cowherd women immediately came and began to 

look for the baby, but were disappointed when they could not find Him. 

The Trinavarta demon went high into the sky with baby Krishna on his shoulder, but the 

baby assumed such a weight that suddenly he could not go any further, and he had to stop his 

whirlwind activities. Baby Krishna made Himself heavy and began to weigh down the demon, 

catching hold of his neck. Trinavarta felt the baby to be as heavy as a big mountain, and he tried 

to get out of His clutches, but he was unable to do so, and his eyes popped. Crying very fiercely, 

he fell to the ground of Vrindavana. The demon fell exactly like Tripurasura, who was pierced 

by the arrow of Lord Shiva. He hit a stone slab and died immediately. His body became visible 

to all the inhabitants of Vrindavana. 

When the gopis saw the demon killed and child Krishna very happily playing on his 

body, they immediately picked Krishna up with great affection. The cowherd men and women 

became very happy to get back their beloved child Krishna. The demon had taken away the 

child to devour Him but could not do so; instead he fell down dead.  

The gopés assembled there spoke among themselves: “What sort of austerities and 

penances we must have undergone in our previous lives! We must have worshiped the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, offered different kinds of sacrifices, made charities and performed 

many welfare activities for the public, such as growing banyan trees and excavating wells. As a 

result of these pious activities, we have gotten back our child!”  

In this way Trinavarta, the whirlwind demon, was given salvation by the merciful Lord 

Krishna.   
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Story 4: Mother Yashoda Binds Lord Krishna 

Once upon a time, seeing that her maidservant was engaged in different household 

duties, mother Yashoda personally took charge of churning butter. Lord Krishna felt hungry, 

and indicated that her first business was to give him milk, and then she could churn butter later. 

Mother Yashoda took her son on her lap and gave Him milk. Suddenly, the milk which was on 

the stove began to boil over. To stop the milk from spilling over, mother Yashoda at once put 

Krishna aside and went to the stove. Left in that state by His mother, Krishna became angry and 

taking a piece of stone, He broke the butter pot. He took butter out of it, and with false tears in 

His eyes, began to eat the butter in a secluded place. 

In the meantime, mother Yashoda returned to the churning place and saw the broken pot. 

Since she could not find her boy, she concluded that the broken pot was His work. After 

searching all over, she found her son sitting on a big wooden grinding mortar, which was kept 

upside down. She very silently approached Him from behind with a stick in her hand, but He 

immediately got down from the grinding mortar and began to run away in fear. Mother Yashoda 

chased Him to all corners, trying to capture the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is never 

approached even by the meditations of great yogis. 

When caught, Krishna was on the verge of crying. Mother Yashoda then threw away her 

stick. In order to punish Him, she thought of binding His hands with some rope. She did not 

know that it was actually impossible for her to bind the Supreme Personality of Godhead. 

Mother Yashoda was thinking that Krishna was her tiny child; she did not know that the child 

had no limitation. He is unlimited and all-pervading. Indeed, He Himself is the whole cosmic 

creation. Still, mother Yashoda was thinking of Krishna as her child. Although He is beyond the 

reach of all senses, she tried to bind Him to the wooden grinding mortar. But when she tried to 

bind Him, she found that the rope she was using was short by two inches. She gathered more 

rope from the house and added to it, but still she found the same shortage. In this way, she 

connected all the ropes available at home, but when the final knot was added, she saw that it 

was still two inches short. Mother Yashoda was smiling, but she was surprised. How was this 

happening? 

In attempting to bind her son, she became tired. She was sweating, and the garland on 

her head fell down. Then Lord Krishna appreciated the hard effort of His mother, and being 

kind upon her, He agreed to be bound by the ropes. Since the naughty Krishna was bound round 

the abdomen with a rope, He is also known as Damodara. Dhama means “ropes,” and udara 

means “the abdomen.” In Vrindavana, even today, devotees pray daily to Lord Krishna in His 

Damodara form, during the month of Karttika or the Damodara month during October-

November. 
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Story 5: The Deliverance of Nalakuvara and Manigriva 

Lord Krishna was once bound to a wooden mortar by mother Yashoda due to His 

naughty behavior. At that time, Krishna could see a pair of trees before Him which were known 

as arjuna trees. In their previous lives, the trees were born as the human sons of Kuvera, and 

their names were Nalakuvara and Manigriva. In their previous lives they were cursed by the 

great sage Narada in order to receive the highest blessing of seeing Lord Krishna. This blessing-

curse was granted to them because of their forgetfulness due to intoxication. The sons of Kuvera 

were puffed up on account of the wealth of their father, and so once on a heavenly planet they 

were wasting themselves with intoxication and other improper activities in a lake. At that time 

the great saint Narada Muni was passing on the road and was sorry to see the behavior of the 

sons of Kuvera. Seeing Narada passing by, the two sons, being drunk, did not have the decency 

to offer obeisances. Looking at their behavior and reform them Narada Muni said: “You have 

no sense, so it is better if you become trees instead of the sons of Kuvera.” Upon hearing this, 

the boys came to their senses and begged Narada to be excused for their offence. Narada then 

said, “You will stand in the courtyard of Nanda Maharaja. But Krishna Himself will appear in 

time as the son of Nanda, and He will deliver you.” Narada Muni curse was thus, a blessing in 

disguise. 

Although child Krishna was bound to the wooden mortar, He began to crawl towards the 

twin trees in order to fulfill the prediction of His great devotee Narada. Although He was able to 

pass through the passage, the large wooden mortar stuck horizontally between the two trees. 

Taking advantage of this, with great strength Lord Krishna began to pull the rope, which was 

tied to the mortar. As soon as He pulled, the two trees with all their branches and limbs fell 

down with a great sound. Out of the broken, fallen trees came two great personalities, shining 

like blazing fire. The two purified personalities immediately came before child Krishna and 

bowed down to offer their respects and prayers. After this, the demigods circumambulated the 

Lord many times and bowed down before Him again and again, and thus they left. The Lord 

remained bound to the grinding mortar. 

When the twin arjuna trees fell to the ground, sounding like the falling of thunderbolts, 

all the inhabitants of Gokula, including Nanda Maharaja, immediately came to the spot. They 

were very much surprised to see how the two great trees had suddenly fallen. While the 

cowherd men were thus thinking, the small children who were playing there informed the men 

that the trees had fallen because Krishna had pulled the wooden mortar with the rope binding 

Him. Most of the cowherd men did not believe the statement of the children. Krishna was taken 

onto the laps of the elder gopis. They took Him away to the courtyard of the house and began to 

clap, praising His wonderful activities. Krishna danced along with their clapping, just like an 

ordinary child. The Supreme Lord Krishna, being completely controlled by the gopis, sang and 

danced just like a puppet in their hands. 
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Story 6: Killing the Demons Vatsasura and Bakasura 

Once upon a time in Gokula, all the elderly cowherd men assembled together headed by 

Nanda Maharaja.  They began to discuss amongst themselves on how to stop the disturbances in 

the Mahavana on account of the demons. They decided that they should leave the place and go 

to Vrindavana where everyone lives eternally, very peacefully and happily. In this way, after 

reaching Vrindavana,they surrounded Vrindavana, drew all the carts together in a half circle, 

and constructed a temporary residence. From the very beginning of their childhood, cowherd 

boys are trained to take care of the cows, and their first responsibility is to take care of the little 

calves. So along with the other little cowherd boys, Krishna and Balarama went into the 

pasturing ground and took charge of the calves, and played with their friends. 

Once, when Krishna and Balarama were playing on the bank of the Yamuna, a demon of 

the name Vatsasura assumed the shape of a calf and came there intending to kill the brothers. 

By taking the shape of a calf, the demon could mingle with the other calves. Krishna, however, 

specifically noticed this, and He immediately alerted Balarama about the entrance of the demon. 

Both brothers then silently approached him. Krishna caught hold of the demon-calf by its two 

hind legs and tail, whipped him around very forcibly and threw him onto a tree. The demon fell 

down from the top of the tree and lay dead on the ground. All the playmates of Krishna 

congratulated Him, “Well done!, well done!” and the demigods in the sky showered flowers 

with great happiness. 

Another day, all the cowherd boys went to the bank of the river Yamuna to water their 

calves. When the calves drank water from the Yamuna, the boys also drank. After drinking, 

when they were sitting on the bank of the river, they saw a huge animal which looked 

something like a heron and was as big as a hill. They were afraid of it. The name of this beast 

was Bakasura, and he was a friend of Kamsa. He appeared on the scene suddenly and 

immediately attacked Krishna with his pointed, sharp beak and quickly swallowed Him up. 

When Krishna was thus swallowed, all the boys, headed by Balarama, became almost 

breathless, as if they had died. But when the Bakasura demon was swallowing up Krishna, he 

felt a burning, fiery sensation in his throat. This was due to the glowing effulgence of Krishna. 

The demon quickly threw Krishna up and tried to kill Him by pinching Him with his beak. But 

Krishna caught hold of the great gigantic heron by the two halves of his beak and before His 

cowherd boyfriends split Bakasura’ s  mouth, just as a child very easily splits a blade of grass. 

From the sky, the denizens of the heavenly planets showered flowers as a token of their 

congratulations. In this way, the maintainers of the complete creation, Krishna and Balarama, 

used to take care of the calves every day and thus they enjoyed their childhood pastimes as 

cowherd boys in Vrindavana. 
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Story 7: The Killing of the Aghasura Demon 

 One day Krishna wanted to enjoy a picnic lunch in forest, and therefore He went out 

early into the forest with the other cowherd boys. Keeping the calves before them, they started 

for the forest in a great procession. They were each equipped with a stick, flute and horn, as 

well as a lunch bag and each of them was taking care of thousands of calves. All the boys 

appeared very jolly and happy in that excursion. While passing through the forest, one boy stole 

another boy’s lunch package and passed it to a third. And when the boy whose lunch package 

was stolen came to know of it, he tried to take it back. But the boy, who had it, threw it to 

another boy. This sportive playing went on amongst the boys as childhood pastimes. 

While they were enjoying their picnic, Aghasura, the younger brother of Putana and 

Bakasura appeared there. He was unable to tolerate seeing Kanaya play so happily, and 

therefore he appeared before the boys intending to kill them all. This Aghasura was so 

dangerous that even the denizens of heaven were afraid of him. He thought, “Krishna has killed 

my brother and sister. Now I shall kill Him along with all His friends and calves.” Aghasura 

was instigated by Kamsa, so he had come with determination. The demon then assumed the 

form of a python, expanding himself to a length of eight miles and the height of a mountain, his 

mouth seeming to extend from the surface of the earth to the heavenly planets. Having assumed 

this feature, Aghasura lay on the road. Krishna’s friends, the cowherd boys, thought that the 

demon’s form was one of the beautiful spots of Vrindavana. Thus they wanted to enter within 

the mouth of this gigantic python. The gigantic figure of the python became a subject for their 

sporting pleasure, and they began to laugh, confident that even if this figure were dangerous, 

Krishna was there to protect them. In this way, they proceeded toward the mouth of the gigantic 

figure. 

Krishna knew everything about Aghasura, and therefore He wanted to prevent His 

friends from entering the demon’s mouth, but in the meantime all the cowherd boys, along with 

their groups of calves, already started entering the mouth of that gigantic python. Krishna was 

waiting outside, and Aghasura was waiting for Krishna, thinking that as soon as Krishna entered 

he would close his mouth so that everyone would die. While waiting for Krishna, he avoided 

swallowing the boys. In the meantime, Krishna was thinking of ways to save the boys and kill 

Aghasura. Thus He entered the mouth of the gigantic asura, and when He was within the 

demon’s mouth along with His friends, He expanded His body to such an extent that the asura 

suffocated and died. After this, Krishna, by casting His sweet glance upon His friends, brought 

them back to life, and with pleasure they all came out unhurt. Thus Krishna encouraged all the 

demigods, and they expressed their pleasure and happiness. 
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Story 8: The Killing of Dhenukasura 

During their boyhood phase of pastimes, Balarama and Krishna were one day bringing 

the cows to pasture when they entered an attractive forest decorated with a clear lake. Lord 

Krishna and Balarama began to enjoy to their full satisfaction as they herded the calves and 

cows. The boys were singing, imitating the humming sound of the bees and accompanying 

Krishna and Balarama, who were garlanded with forest flowers. While walking, the boys 

sometimes imitated the quacking sound of the swans in the lakes, or when they saw the 

peacocks dancing, they imitated them before Krishna. Krishna also moved His neck, imitating 

the dancing and making His friends laugh. After some time, pretending to tire, Lord Balarama 

laid His head upon the lap of a cowherd boy and rested as Lord Krishna helped relieve His elder 

brother’s fatigue by massaging His feet. Then Krishna also placed His head on the lap of a 

cowherd boy to rest, and another cowherd boy massaged His feet. In this way Krishna, 

Balarama and Their cowherd friends enjoyed various pastimes. 

During this play, Shridama, Subala, Stoka-Krishna and other cowherd boys described to 

Balarama and Krishna a wicked and wild demon named Dhenuka, who had assumed the form of 

a jackass and was living in the Talavana forest near Govardhana Hill. This forest was full of 

many varieties of sweet fruits. But fearing this demon, no one dared try to relish the taste of 

those fruits, and thus someone had to kill the demon and all his associates. Lord Balarama and 

Lord Krishna, hearing of the situation, set off for this forest to fulfill the desire of their 

companions. 

Upon entering the Talavana, Balarama began to jerk the trees with His arms, exhibiting 

the strength of an elephant, because of which, all the ripe fruits fell down on the ground. Upon 

hearing the sound of the falling fruits, the demon Dhenukasura, who was living there in the 

form of an ass, approached with great force, shaking the whole field so that all the trees moved 

as if there were an earthquake. The demon appeared before Balarama and kicked His chest with 

his hind legs. At first Balarama did not say anything, but with great anger the demon kicked 

Him again more strongly. This time Balarama immediately caught hold of the legs of the ass 

with one hand and, wheeling him around, threw him into the treetops. While he was being 

wheeled around by Balarama, the demon lost his life. Balarama threw the demon into the 

biggest palm tree around, and the demon’s body was so heavy that the palm tree fell upon other 

trees, and several fell down. All of Dhenukasura’ s friends, overcome by anger, then rushed to 

attack, but Balarama and Krishna took hold of them one by one, swung them around and killed 

them, until the disturbance was finally finished. When Krishna and Balarama returned to the 

cowherd community, Yashoda and Rohini placed them on their respective laps. They kissed 

Them and fed Them with finely prepared food and then put Them to bed. 
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Story 9: Subduing Kaliya 

 One day Lord Krishna went with His friends, but without His older brother Balarama, to 

the banks of the Yamuna in order to tend the cows. The cows and cowherd boys became very 

thirsty and drank some water from the Yamuna. But it had been contaminated with poison, and 

they all fell unconscious on the riverbank. Krishna then brought them back to life by the 

merciful rain of His glance, and all of them, regaining their consciousness, appreciated His great 

mercy. To restore the purity of the Yamuna’s waters, which had been contaminated by the black 

serpent Kaliya’s poison, Lord Krishna climbed onto a kadamba tree on the riverbank and 

jumped into the water. Kaliya could not tolerate Krishna’s trespassing upon his personal abode, 

and the serpent quickly went up to the Lord and bit Him on the chest. When Krishna’s friends 

saw this, they fell down on the ground unconscious. At that time all sorts of evil omens 

appeared in Vraja, such as earth tremors, falling stars and the trembling of various creatures’ left 

limbs. 

The residents of Vrindavana thought, “Today Krishna went to the forest without 

Balarama, so we do not know what great misfortune may have occurred to Him.” Thinking in 

this way, they traced the path of Krishna’s footprints to the bank of the Yamuna. Within the 

water of the lake adjoining the river they saw Lord Krishna, the very essence of their lives, 

enwrapped in the coils of a black snake. The residents thought the three worlds had become 

empty, and they all prepared to enter the water. But Lord Balarama checked them, knowing well 

the power of Krishna. 

Then Lord Krishna, seeing how disturbed His friends and relatives had become, 

expanded His body greatly and forced the serpent to loosen his grip and release Him. Next the 

Lord began playfully dancing about on the serpent’s hoods. By this wonderful, lively dancing, 

Sri Krishna trampled the serpent’s one thousand hoods until his body loosened. Vomiting blood 

and poison from his mouths, Kaliya finally understood that Krishna was the original 

personality. He is Lord Narayana, the spiritual master of all moving and non-moving creatures, 

and he took shelter of Him. 

Seeing how tired Kaliya had become, his wives, the Naga-patnis, bowed down at Lord 

Krishna’s lotus feet. Then they offered Him various prayers in hopes of gaining their husband’s 

freedom: “It is quite fitting that you have brought our cruel husband to this condition. What 

piety Kaliya must have amassed in his previous lives! Today he has borne upon his head the 

dust of the lotus feet of the Personality of Godhead, the attainment of which is difficult for even 

the mother of the universe, goddess Lakshmi. Please kindly forgive the offense Kaliya has 

committed out of ignorance, and allow him to live.” Satisfied by the Naga-patnis’ prayers, 

Krishna released Kaliya, who slowly regained his sensory and vital powers. Then Kaliya, in a 

distressed voice, acknowledged the offense he had committed, and finally he offered Krishna 

many prayers and said he was ready to accept His command. Krishna told him to leave the 
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Yamuna Lake with his family and return to Ramanaka Island. Then, obeying the orders of Lord 

Krishna, all of them left the lake within the Yamuna. 

 

Story 10: Killing the Demon Pralambasura 

 Sri Vrindavana, where Krishna and Balarama enacted Their pastimes, was decorated 

with all the qualities of spring even during the summer. At that time Lord Sri Krishna would 

become absorbed in various sports, surrounded by Balarama and all the cowherd boys. One day, 

Krishna, playing His flute, accompanied by His elder brother Balarama and the other cowherd 

boys and the cows, entered the beautiful forest of Vrindavana to enjoy the atmosphere. They 

walked into the midst of newly grown leaves of trees whose flowers resembled peacock 

feathers. They were garlanded by those flowers and decorated with saffron chalk. Sometimes 

they were dancing and singing and sometimes wrestling with one another. While Krishna 

danced, some of the cowherd boys sang, and others played on flutes; some bugled on buffalo 

horns or clapped their hands, praising Krishna, “Dear brother, You are dancing very nicely.” 

Actually, all these boys were demigods descended from higher planets to assist Krishna in His 

pastimes. The demigods garbed in the dress of the cowherd boys were encouraging Krishna in 

His dancing, just as one artist encourages another with praise. 

Once while the boys were engaged in having fun and play, a great demon of the name 

Pralambasura entered their company in the form of a cowherd boy, desiring to kidnap both 

Balarama and Krishna. Lord Krishna, who knows everything, saw through the disguise. But 

even as He was thinking of how to kill the demon, He treated him as a friend. Krishna then 

suggested to His young friends and Balarama that they play a game involving opposing parties. 

Taking the role of leaders, Krishna and Balarama divided the boys into two groups and decided 

that the losers would have to carry the winners on their shoulders. Thus when Sridama and 

Vrishabha, members of Balarama’s party, were victorious, Krishna and another boy in His party 

carried them on their shoulders. Pralambasura thought that the unconquerable Lord Sri Krishna 

would be too great an opponent to compete with, so taking Lord Balarama on his back, 

Pralambasura began to walk away very swiftly. But Balarama became as heavy as the great 

mountain Sumeru, and the demon, unable to carry Him, had to reveal his true, demoniac form. 

Balarama observed the demon’s body expanding up to the limits of the clouds, his eyes dazzling 

like blazing fire and his mouth flashing sharpened teeth. When Balarama saw this terrible form, 

He struck the demon a violent blow on the head with His fist. This blow shattered 

Pralambasura’s head just as the King of the heavenly planets strikes a mountain with his 

thunderbolt. The demon repeatedly vomited blood and then fell upon the ground. When the 

cowherd boys saw Lord Balarama return, they joyfully embraced and congratulated Him. The 

demigods showered garlands of flowers from the heavens and glorified Him. 
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Story 11: Delivering the wives of the Brahmanas who performed sacrifices 

 One day, while passing through the forest of Vrindavana on the bank of the Yamuna, 

Krishna sat down at a beautiful spot and allowed the cows to drink the cold and transparent 

water of the Yamuna. Being exhausted, the cowherd boys, Krishna and Balarama also drank. 

When the cowherd boys became very hungry, they asked Sri Krishna about obtaining food, and 

He sent them to beg some food from a group of brahmanas who were performing a sacrifice 

nearby. But these brahmanas ignored the boys, thinking Sri Krishna to be an ordinary human 

being. The boys returned disappointed, but the Lord sent them off again, advising them to ask 

the brahmanas’ wives for the food. These ladies had heard of Krishna’s transcendental qualities 

and were very much attached to Him. Thus as soon as they learned He was nearby, they went to 

Him in great haste, bringing all four varieties of food. With their very eyes the wives of the 

brahmanas saw the Supreme Personality of Godhead, of whom they had heard so much, who 

was so dear to them, and in whom their minds were always absorbed. Now they saw Him eye-

to-eye and face to face, and Krishna entered within their hearts through their eyes. In this way 

they offered themselves to Sri Krishna. 

Krishna told the women that while one can develop transcendental love for Him by 

seeing His Deity form in the temple, meditating upon Him and chanting His glories; one cannot 

achieve this result simply by being in His physical presence. He advised them that since they 

were housewives, their important duty was to help their husbands perform sacrifices. He 

therefore instructed them to return to their homes. 

When the ladies went back home, their brahmana husbands at once felt sorrowful, and 

they lamented, “For anyone unfavorable to Krishna, his three births—seminal, brahminical and 

sacrificial—are all condemned. On the other hand, these womenfolk, who have not undergone 

the purificatory processes of the brahminical class or performed any austerity or pious rituals, 

have through devotion for Krishna easily cut off the bondage of death. Since Lord Krishna’s 

every desire is completely fulfilled, His begging for food was simply an act of mercy towards us 

brahmanas. All the fruits of Vedic sacrifice—and indeed all things on earth—are His wealth, 

yet out of ignorance we could not appreciate this fact.” 

Having spoken thus, all the brahmanas offered their obeisances to Lord Sri Krishna, 

hoping to counteract their offense. Nonetheless, out of fear of King Kamsa they did not go to 

see the Lord in person. The example of the learned brahmanas and their wives is vivid. The 

wives of the brahmanas, because they were inspired by pure devotional service, did not care for 

any kind of opposition. They immediately went to Krishna. But the brahmanas, although they 

had come to know the supremacy of the Lord and were repenting, were still afraid of King 

Kamsa because they were too much addicted to fruitive activities. 
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Story 12: Releasing Nanda Maharaja from the Clutches of Varuna 

 After the Govardhana-puja ceremony, on the eleventh day of the full moon, Ekadashi, 

Maharaja Nanda observed fasting for the whole day, and just early in the morning of the next 

day, Dvadashi, he went to take a bath in the river Yamuna. He entered deep into the water, but 

he was arrested immediately by one of the servants of Varunadeva. This servant brought Nanda 

Maharaja before the demigod Varuna and accused him of taking a bath in the river at the wrong 

time. According to astronomical calculations, the time in which he took bath was considered 

demoniac. The fact was that Nanda Maharaja wanted to take a bath in the river Yamuna early in 

the morning before sunrise, but he was a little too early, and he bathed at an inauspicious time. 

Consequently he was arrested. 

When Nanda Maharaja was taken away, Nanda’s companions began to call loudly for 

Krishna and Balarama. Immediately Krishna and Balarama could understand that Nanda 

Maharaja had been taken by a servant of Varuna. Thus They went to the abode of Varuna, for 

They were pledged to give protection to the inhabitants of Vrindavana. Devotees, having no 

shelter other than the Supreme Personality of Godhead, naturally cry to Him for help, exactly 

like children who do not know anything but the protection of their parents. The demigod Varuna 

received Lord Krishna and Balarama with great respect and said, “My dear Lord, actually at this 

very moment, because of Your presence, my life as the demigod Varuna has become successful. 

Although I am the owner of all the treasures in the water, I know that such possessions do not 

make for a successful life. But at this moment, as I look at You, my life is made completely 

successful because by seeing You, I no longer have to accept a material body. I am very sorry 

that my man, being foolish, by not knowing what to do or what not to do, has mistakenly 

arrested Your father, Nanda Maharaja. So I beg your pardon for the offense of my servant. I 

think that it was Your plan to show me Your mercy by Your personal presence here. My dear 

Lord Krishna, Govinda, be merciful upon me—here is Your father. You can take him back 

immediately.”  

Nanda was astonished to see the influence Sri Krishna exerted in the court of 

Varunadeva, and after returning home he described his experiences to his friends and relatives. 

They all thought Krishna must be the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself and wanted to 

see His supreme abode. Thereupon the omniscient Personality of Godhead arranged for them to 

bathe in the same lake where Akrura would have his vision of the Absolute Truth. There the 

Lord revealed to them Brahmaloka, which is realized by great sages in their mystic trance. 
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Story 13: Vidyadhara Liberated and the Demon Shankhachuda Killed 

 One day Nanda Maharaja and the other cowherd men with their family members on the 

bullock carts went to the Ambikavana forest to worship Lord Shiva. After bathing in the 

Sarasvati River and worshiping Lord Sadashiva, a form of Lord Vishnu, they decided to spend 

the night in the forest. The cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja, spent that night on the 

bank of the Sarasvati. They fasted all day and drank a little water at night. But while they were 

taking rest, a great serpent from the nearby forest appeared before them and hungrily began to 

swallow up Nanda Maharaja. Nanda cried out helplessly, “My dear son, Krishna, please come 

and save me from this danger! This serpent is swallowing me!” On hearing this, all the cowherd 

men got up and saw what was happening. They immediately took up burning logs and began to 

beat the snake to kill it. But in spite of being beaten with burning logs, the serpent was not about 

to give up swallowing Nanda Maharaja. 

Then Lord Krishna came and touched the serpent with His lotus foot. The serpent was 

immediately freed from his reptilian body and appeared in his original form as a demigod. “My 

dear Lord,” he said, “in my previous life I was named Vidyadhara and was known all over the 

world for my beauty. Because I was a celebrated personality, I used to travel all over in my 

airplane. While traveling, I saw a great sage named Angira. He was very ugly, and because I 

was very proud of my beauty, I laughed at him. Due to this sinful action, I was condemned by 

the great sage to assume the form of a serpent.” Then he offered his homage at the lotus feet of 

Sri Krishna and, on the Lord’s order, returned to his own abode. 

Later, during the Holi, Dolayatra, or Dola-purnima festival, Sri Krishna and Balarama 

enjoyed pastimes in the forest with their friends. The friends of Balarama and those of Krishna 

joined together and sang about Their transcendental qualities. At that time, while Krishna, 

Balarama and Their friends were so absorbed, a demoniac associate of Kuvera, the treasurer of 

the heavenly planets, appeared on the scene. The demon’s name was Shankhachuda because on 

his head there was a valuable jewel resembling a conchshell. He appeared before Krishna, 

Balarama and their friends and began to lead them away to the north. Being forcibly taken away 

by Shankhachuda, theycalled out the names of Krishna and Balarama for protection. They 

called out, “Krishna, please save us!” and He and Rama began to chase after Shankhachuda. 

“Don’t be afraid!” Krishna called out to the gopis. In fear of the Lords, Shankhachuda left the 

gopis aside and ran for his life. Krishna chased after him, swiftly approached him and with a 

blow of His fist removed Shankhachuda’s jewel, together with his head. Then Krishna brought 

the jewel back and presented it to Lord Balarama. 
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Story 14: Killing the Keshi Demon and Vyomasura 

 On the instructions of Kamsa, the demon Keshi assumed the form of a terrible horse. He 

entered the area of Vrindavana with great speed. Krishna saw that the demon was terrifying all 

the residents of Vrindavana with his neighing and his tail wheeling in the sky like a big cloud. 

Krishna could understand that the horse was challenging Him to fight. The Lord accepted his 

challenge and stood before the Keshi demon, calling him to fight. The horse then ran toward 

Krishna, making a horrible sound like a roaring lion, his jaws spread wide open as if to swallow 

the whole sky. Keshi rushed toward the Lord with great speed and tried to trample Him with his 

legs, which were strong, forceful and as hard as stone. Krishna, however, immediately caught 

hold of his legs and thus puzzled him. Krishna began to whirl the horse around. After a few 

rounds, He scornfully threw him a hundred yards away, just as Garuda throws a big snake. 

Thrown by Krishna, the horse immediately passed out, but after a little while he regained 

consciousness and with great anger and force again rushed toward Krishna with his mouth open. 

As soon as Keshi reached Him, Krishna pushed His left arm within the horse’s mouth, and it 

looked as though a big snake had entered a hole in the field. The horse felt great pain because 

the arm of Krishna felt to him like a hot iron rod. Immediately his teeth fell out. Krishna’s arm 

within the mouth of the horse at once began to inflate, and Keshi’s throat choked up. As the 

great horse suffocated, perspiration appeared on his body. As his last breath came, his eyeballs 

bulged in their sockets. and vital force of his life left his body. When the horse was dead, his 

mouth became loose, and Krishna could extract His hand without difficulty. He did not feel any 

surprise that the Keshi demon was killed so easily, but the demigods in the sky were amazed, 

and out of their great appreciation they offered Krishna greetings by showering flowers. 

Soon thereafter Narada Muni, the great sage among the demigods, approached Krishna 

and prayed to Him in various ways, glorifying the Lord’s future pastimes. Then Narada paid his 

obeisances and departed. 

One day, while tending the cows, Krishna, Balarama and the cowherd boys became 

absorbed in playing hide-and-go-seek. Some of the boys took the role of sheep, some the role of 

thieves and others shepherds. The shepherds would search for the sheep when the thieves stole 

them. Taking advantage of this game, a demon named Vyoma, sent by Kamsa, dressed himself 

like a cowherd boy and joined the band of “thieves.” He abducted a few cowherd boys at a time 

and threw them into a mountain cave, keeping them there by blocking the entrance with a 

boulder. Gradually Vyomasura abducted all but four or five cowherd boys. When Krishna saw 

what the demon was doing, He ran after him, grabbed him and killed him. He again returned to 

Vrindavana with His cows and friends. 
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Story 15: Krishna Recovers the Son of His Teacher 

After killing Kamsa, Lord Krishna consoled Devaki, Vasudeva and Nanda Maharaja and 

installed Ugrasena as king. Noting that His parents—Vasudeva and Devaki—had realized His 

true position as God, Sri Krishna expanded His Yogamaya to again make them think of Him as 

their dear child. Then, with Lord Balarama, Krishna approached them and said how unhappy He 

was that He and they had been unable to enjoy the mutual satisfaction of parents and children 

who live together. Vasudeva and Devaki, overcome with emotion upon hearing these words of 

Sri Krishna’s, embraced their two sons and in ecstasy shed a torrent of tears. 

Krishna and Balarama next approached Nanda Maharaja and praised him for having 

cared so lovingly for Them, another’s sons. Krishna then worshiped Nanda with various 

offerings, and Nanda felt overwhelmed with love for his sons. After tearfully embracing 

Krishna and Balarama, he took the cowherd men and departed for Vraja. Afterward, Krishna 

and Balarama, though omniscient, desired to reside at the school of a spiritual master, and thus 

They went to live with Sandipani Muni at Avantipura. 

To teach the proper way to respect one’s guru, Krishna and Balarama served Their 

spiritual master with great devotion, as They would serve a Deity of the Supreme Lord Himself. 

Sandipani Muni, pleased by Their service, imparted to Them detailed knowledge of all the 

Vedas. Krishna and Balarama needed to hear each subject explained only once to understand it 

completely, and thus in sixty-four days They learnt the sixty-four traditional arts. Before taking 

leave of Their guru, the two Lords offered Sandipani Muni any gift he desired. The wise 

Sandipani, seeing Their amazing abilities, requested that They bring back his son, who had died 

in the ocean at Prabhasa. 

Krishna and Balarama mounted a chariot and went to Prabhasa, where They approached 

the shore and worshiped the presiding deity of the ocean. Krishna asked the ocean to return His 

spiritual master’s son, and the lord of the ocean replied that a demon dwelling within the ocean 

named Panchajana had taken the boy away. Hearing this, Sri Krishna entered the ocean, killed 

that demon and took the shell that had grown from his body. But when Krishna did not find His 

guru’s son within the demon’s belly, He went to the planet of Yamaraja, the lord of death. 

Yamaraja came forward and devotedly worshiped Him when he heard Krishna blow the 

Panchajanya conchshell. Lord Krishna then asked Yamaraja for Sandipani Muni’s son, and 

Yamaraja immediately gave him back to Lord Krishna and Lord Balarama Krishna and 

Balarama then returned to Their spiritual master and presented him with his son, requesting him 

to choose yet another favor. But Sandipani Muni replied that by having obtained disciples such 

as Them, all his desires were fulfilled. He then instructed Them to return home. Upon Their 

arrival all the citizens were overjoyed to see them, just like persons who have regained a lost 

treasure. 
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Story 16: The Deliverance of Muchukunda 

 Once the king of the Yavanas, known as Kalayavana captured the city of Mathura from 

all sides with thirty million soldiers. Lord Krishna after placing His family members safely 

within the Dvaraka fortress, went out of Mathura. He appeared like the rising moon. 

Kalayavana saw that Krishna’s brilliantly effulgent body matched Narada’s description of the 

Lord, and thus the Yavana knew He was the Personality of Godhead. Seeing that the Lord 

carried no weapons, Kalayavana put his own weapons aside and ran toward Him from behind, 

wanting to fight with Him. Sri Krishna ran from the Yavana, staying just barely beyond 

Kalayavana’s grasp at every step and eventually leading him a long distance towards a 

mountain cave. As Kalayavana ran, he threw insults at the Lord, but he could not grasp Him, 

since his stock of impious karma was not yet used up. Sri Krishna entered the cave, whereupon 

Kalayavana followed after Him and saw a man lying on the ground. Taking him for Sri Krishna, 

Kalayavana kicked him. The man had been sleeping for a very long time, and now, having been 

violently awakened, he looked around angrily in all directions and saw Kalayavana. The man 

stared severely at him, igniting a fire in Kalayavana’s body and in a moment burning him to 

ashes. 

This extraordinary person was Muchukunda, a son of Mandhata. He was devoted to 

brahminical culture and always true to his vow. Previously, he had spent many long years 

helping to protect the demigods from the demons. When the demigods had eventually obtained 

Karttikeya as their protector, they allowed Muchukunda to retire, offering him any boon other 

than liberation. Boon of liberation can be be bestowed by Lord Vishnu only. Muchukunda had 

chosen from the demigods the boon of being covered by sleep, and thus since then he had been 

lying asleep within the cave. 

Upon Kalayavana’s death, Sri Krishna showed Himself to Muchukunda, who was struck 

with wonder at seeing Krishna’s incomparable beauty. Muchukunda asked Lord Krishna who 

He was and also explained to the Lord his own identity. Muchukunda said, “After growing tired 

from remaining awake for a long time, I was enjoying my sleep here in this cave when some 

stranger disturbed me and, suffering the reaction of his sins, was burnt to ashes. O Lord, O 

conqueror of all enemies, it is my great fortune that I now have the vision of Your beautiful 

form.” Lord Sri Krishna then told Muchukunda who He was and offered him a boon. The wise 

Muchukunda, understanding the futility of material life, asked only that he might be allowed to 

take shelter of Lord Sri Krishna’s lotus feet. 

Pleased at this request, the Lord said to Muchukunda, “My devotees are never attracted 

by material blessings offered to them; only nondevotees, namely yogis and speculative 

philosophers, are interested in material blessings, having ordinary desires in their hearts. My 

dear Muchukunda, you will have perpetual devotion for Me. Now, always remaining 

surrendered to Me, go perform penances to eradicate the sinful reactions incurred from the 
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killing you had to do in your role as a warrior. In your next life you will become a first-class 

brahmana and attain Me.” Thus the Lord offered Muchukunda His blessings. 
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Story 17: The Story of the Syamantaka Jewel 

 King Satrajit received the Syamantaka gem by the grace of his best well-wisher, the sun-

god, Surya. After fastening the gem to a chain, which he then hung around his neck, Satrajit 

traveled to Dvaraka. The residents, thinking he was the sun-god himself, went to Krishna and 

told Him that Lord Surya had come to take His audience. But Krishna replied that the man who 

had come was not Surya but King Satrajit, who looked extremely effulgent because he was 

wearing the Syamantaka jewel. 

In Dvaraka, Satrajit installed the precious stone on a special altar in his home. Every day 

the gem produced a large quantity of gold, and it had the additional power of assuring that 

wherever it was properly worshiped no disaster could occur. On one occasion Lord Sri Krishna 

requested Satrajit to give the gem to the King of the Yadus, Ugrasena. But Satrajit refused due 

to greed. On the road a lion killed Prasena and took the jewel away to a mountain cave, where 

the king of the bears, Jambavan, happened to be living. Jambavan killed the lion and gave the 

jewel to his son to play with. 

When King Satrajit’s brother did not return, the King presumed that Sri Krishna had 

killed him for the Syamantaka gem. Lord Krishna heard about this rumor circulating among the 

general populace, and to clear His name He went with some of the citizens to find Prasena. 

They found his body, and that of his horse and the body of the lion, Jambavan had killed. Lord 

Krishna told the citizens to remain outside the cave while He went in to investigate. 

The Lord entered Jambavan’s cave and saw the Syamantaka jewel lying next to a child. 

But when Krishna tried to take the jewel, the child’s nurse cried out in alarm, bringing 

Jambavan quickly to the scene. Jambavan considered Krishna an ordinary man and began 

fighting with Him. For twenty-eight days continuously the two fought, until finally Jambavan 

grew weak from the Lord’s blows. Now understanding that Krishna was the Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, Jambavan began to praise Him. The Lord then explained everything 

about the jewel. With great devotion Jambavan gladly presented the Syamantaka jewel to the 

Lord, together with his unmarried daughter, Jambavati. 

Meanwhile Lord Krishna’s companions, having waited twelve days for Krishna to come 

out of the cave, returned sadly to Dvaraka. While they were worshiping Goddess Durga to 

assure the Lord’s safe return, Lord Krishna entered the city in the company of His new wife. He 

summoned Satrajit to the royal assembly and gave the jewel back to him. Satrajit accepted the 

jewel, but with great shame and regret. He went back to his home, and there he decided to offer 

Lord Krishna not only the jewel but also his daughter so as to atone for the offense he had 

committed against the Lord’s lotus feet. Sri Krishna accepted the hand of Satrajit’s daughter, 

Satyabhama, who was endowed with all divine qualities. But the jewel He refused, returning it 

to King Satrajit. 
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Story 18: The Deliverance of the Demon Bhaumasura 

 After Narakasura, or Bhaumasura, the son of the earth-goddess, stole Lord Varuna’s 

umbrella, mother Aditi’s earrings, and the playground of the demigods known as Mani-parvata, 

Indra went to Dvaraka and described the demons misbehaviors to Lord Krishna. Together with 

Queen Satyabhama, the Lord mounted His carrier Garuda and traveled to the capital of 

Narakasura’s kingdom. On a field outside the city He killed the demon Mura with His disc. 

Then He fought Mura’s seven sons and sent them all to the abode of death, after which 

Narakasura himself entered the battlefield on the back of an elephant. Naraka threw his shakti 

spear at Sri Krishna, but the weapon proved ineffective, and the Lord cut the demon’s entire 

army to pieces. Finally, with His sharp-edged disc, Krishna cut off Narakasura’s head. 

The earth-goddess, Prithvi, then approached Lord Krishna and gave Him the various 

items Narakasura had stolen. She offered prayers to the Lord and presented Naraka’s frightened 

son at Lord Krishna’s lotus feet. After pacifying the demon’s son, Krishna entered Narakasura’s 

palace, where He found sixteen thousand one hundred young women. As soon as they caught 

sight of the Lord, they all decided to accept Him as their husband. The Lord sent them to 

Dvaraka along with a great quantity of treasure and then went with Queen Satyabhama to the 

abode of Indra. There He returned Aditi’s earrings, and Indra and his wife, Shachi-devi, 

worshiped Him. 

On Satyabhama’s request, Lord Krishna uprooted the heavenly parijata tree and put it 

on the back of Garuda. After defeating Indra and the other demigods who quarreled with 

Krishna over taking of the tree, Krishna returned with Queen Satyabhama to Dvaraka, where He 

planted it in a garden adjacent to Satyabhama’s palace. Indra had originally come to Lord 

Krishna offering obeisances and begging Him to kill Narakasura, but afterwards, when his 

business had been achieved, he quarreled with the Lord. The demigods are prone to anger 

because they become intoxicated with pride in their luxury. 

The infallible Supreme Lord manifested Himself in sixteen thousand one hundred 

separate forms and married each of the sixteen thousand one hundred brides in a different 

temples. He took up the required activities of household life just like an ordinary person, 

accepting various kinds of service from each of His many wives. We should always remember 

that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krishna, was playing exactly like a human being. 

Although He showed His extraordinary wealth by simultaneously marrying more than sixteen 

thousand wives in more than sixteen thousand palaces, He behaved with them just like an 

ordinary man, and He strictly followed the relationship between husband and wife required in 

ordinary homes. Therefore, it is very difficult to understand the characteristics of the Supreme 

Brahman, the Personality of Godhead. Even demigods like Brahma are unable to understand 

transcendental pastimes of the Lord. 
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Story 19: Lord Krishna Fights with Banasura 

 Aniruddha, the grandson of Lord Krishna, was captured by Banasura, the king of 

Shonitapura. When the Yadavas heard from Narada Muni how Aniruddha had been captured, a 

large army of the best Yadava warriors, under Krishna’s protection, set off for Banasura’s 

capital and laid siege to it. Banasura fiercely opposed them with his own army of equal size. To 

help Banasura, Lord Shiva, accompanied by Kartikeya and a group of mystic sages, took up 

arms against Balarama and Krishna. Bana began fighting against Satyaki, and Bana’s son 

fought against Samba. All the demigods assembled in the sky to witness the battle. With His 

arrows, Lord Krishna harassed the followers of Lord Shiva, and by putting Lord Shiva into a 

state of confusion He was able to destroy Banasura’s army. Kartikeya was so strongly beaten by 

Pradyumna that he fled the battlefield, while the remnants of Banasura’s army, harassed by the 

blows of Lord Balarama’s club, scattered in all directions. 

Enraged to see his army’s destruction, Banasura rushed towards Krishna to attack Him. 

But the Lord immediately killed Bana’s chariot driver and broke his chariot and bow, and then 

He sounded His Panchajanya conchshell. Seeking a suitable chance, Banasura fled the 

battlefield. 

After Lord Krishna had thoroughly defeated the ghosts and hobgoblins fighting under 

Lord Shiva, the Shiva-jvara weapon—a personification of fever with three heads and three 

legs—approached Lord Krishna to fight Him. Seeing the Shiva-jvara, Krishna released His 

Vishnu-jvara. The Shiva-jvara was defeated by the Vishnu-jvara. Having no one else to turn for 

shelter, the Shiva-jvara began to address Lord Krishna, glorifying Him and asking for mercy. 

Lord Krishna was pleased with the Shiva-jvara, and after the Lord had promised him freedom 

from fear, the Shiva-jvara bowed down to Him and departed. 

Banasura returned and attacked Lord Sri Krishna again, carrying all kinds of weapons in 

his thousand hands. But Lord Krishna took His Sudarshana chakra and began cutting off all the 

demon’s arms. Lord Shiva approached Krishna to pray for Banasura’s life, and when the Lord 

agreed to spare him, He spoke as follows to Shiva: “Banasura does not deserve to die, since he 

was born in the family of Prahlada Maharaja. I have cut off all but four of Bana’s arms just to 

destroy his false pride, and I have destroyed his army because they were a burden to the earth. 

Henceforward he will be free from old age and death, and remaining fearless in all 

circumstances, he will be one of your principal attendants.” 

Assured he had nothing to fear, Banasura then offered his obeisances to Lord Krishna 

and had Usha, his daughter, and Aniruddha seated on their wedding chariot and brought before 

the Lord. Krishna then set off for Dvaraka with Aniruddha and His bride leading the procession. 

When the newlyweds arrived at the Lord’s capital, they were honored by the citizens, the Lord’s 

relatives and the brahmanas. 
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Story 20: The Story of King Nriga 

 One day Samba and other young boys of the Yadava dynasty went to the forest to play, 

and after playing for a long time they became very thirsty and began looking for water. Inside a 

dry well they found an amazing creature - a huge lizard resembling a hill. The boys felt sorry for 

it and tried to pull it out. But after several attempts with leather thongs and ropes, they saw that 

they would not be able to rescue the creature, and thus they went to Lord Krishna and told Him 

what had happened. The Lord accompanied them to the well and, extending His left hand, easily 

lifted the lizard out. By the touch of Lord Krishna’s hand the creature transformed at once into a 

demigod. Then Lord Krishna asked, “Who are you, and how did you assume such a lowly 

form? 

The divine being replied, “My name was King Nriga, son of Ikshvaku, and I was famous 

for giving charity. Indeed, I gave away countless cows to numerous brahmanas. But on one 

occasion a cow belonging to a first-class brahmana wandered into my herd. Unaware of this, I 

gave the same cow in charity to a different brahmana. When the cow’s previous owner saw the 

second brahmana taking his cow away, the first brahmana claimed the cow as his and began 

arguing with the second brahmana. After quarreling for some time they approached me, and I 

begged them to each take one hundred thousand cows in exchange for that one cow, and to 

please forgive me for the offense I had unknowingly committed. But neither brahmana would 

accept my proposal, and the matter remained unsettled. 

“Shortly thereafter I died and was taken by the Yamadutas to the court of Yamaraja. 

Yama asked me which I preferred to do first: suffer the results of my sins or enjoy the results of 

my pious acts. I decided to suffer my sinful reactions first, and thus I assumed the body of a 

lizard.” 

Before entering the heavenly planets, King Nriga circumambulated the Lord, touched 

his helmet to the Lord’s lotus feet and bowed before Him. Seeing the airplane from the 

heavenly planets present before him, he was given permission by the Lord to board it. After the 

departure of King Nriga, Lord Krishna expressed His appreciation for the King’s devotion to 

the brahmanas as well as his charitable nature and his performance of Vedic rituals. Therefore, 

it is recommended that if one cannot directly become a devotee of the Lord, one should follow 

the Vedic principles of life. This will enable him, one day, to see the Lord by being promoted 

either directly to the spiritual kingdom or, indirectly, to the heavenly kingdom, where he has 

hope of being transferred to the spiritual planets. Lord Krishna then instructed His personal 

associates, as well as the general mass of people, on the dangers of stealing a brahmana’s 

property. Finally, the Lord returned to His palace. 
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Story 21: The Deliverance of Paundraka and the King of Kashi 

 Once upon a time, King Paundraka of Karusha, encouraged by fools, announced that he 

was the real Vasudeva. Thus he challenged Lord Krishna, saying, “I am the only Supreme 

Personality of Godhead, Vasudeva. I have descended as King Paundraka, taking compassion on 

the distressed conditioned souls. You have falsely taken the position of Vasudeva without 

authority, but You should not spread this false idea. O descendant of the Yadu dynasty, please 

give up all the symbols of Vasudeva, which You have falsely assumed. And after giving up this 

position, come and surrender unto me. If out of Your gross disrespect You do not care for my 

words, then I challenge You to fight.” 

When Ugrasena and the members of his royal assembly heard Paundraka’s foolish boast, 

they all laughed heartily. Sri Krishna then told Paundraka’s messenger to convey a message to 

his master. “O fool, I will force you to give up the so-called Sudarshana chakra and the other 

divine symbols of Mine you have dared to assume. Lord Krishna then went to Kashi. 

Paundraka, seeing the Lord preparing for battle, quickly came out of the city to face Him with 

his army. His friend Kashiraja followed him, leading the rear guard. Just as the fire of universal 

devastation destroys every living being in all directions so Lord Krishna destroyed the armies of 

Paundraka and Kashiraja. Then, after punishing Paundraka, the Lord killed both him and 

Kashiraja with His Sudarshana chakra. Thereafter, He returned to Dvaraka. Because Paundraka 

had constantly meditated on the Supreme Lord, even dressing like Him, he gained liberation. 

When Krishna killed Kashiraja, the King’s head flew into his city, and when his queens, 

sons and other relatives saw it, they all began to lament. At that time a son of Kashiraja’s named 

Sudakshina, wanting to avenge his father’ s death, began worshiping Lord Shiva with the 

intention of destroying his father’s killer. Indebted by Sudakshina’s worship, Lord Shiva offered 

him a choice of blessings, and Sudakshina asked for a means to kill the one who had killed his 

father. Lord Shiva advised him to worship the Dakshinagni fire with black magic rituals. This 

Sudakshina did, with the result that a fearsome demon with a body of flames appeared from the 

pit of the sacrificial fire. The demon rose up carrying a fiery trident and at once set off for 

Dvaraka. 

The residents of Lord Krishna’s capital became terrified as the demon approached the 

city, but Lord Krishna assured them of protection and sent off His Sudarshana chakra to oppose 

the magic creation of Lord Shiva. The Sudarshana chakra overpowered the demon, who then 

returned to Varanasi and burned Sudakshina to ashes, together with his priests.  Death from 

Krishna’s Hand is also mercy of the greatest kind. The killed is immediately liberated of all 

sins. The Sudarshana chakra, following the demon, entered Varanasi and burned the entire city 

to the ground. Then the chakra returned to the Lord’s side in Dvaraka.   



HERITAGE FEST 2016 

 

STORY TELLING-KRISHNA BOOK   Page 26 
 

Story 22: The Liberation of King Jarasandha 

 One day King Yudhishthira addressed Lord Krishna as He sat in the royal assembly. 

“My Lord, I wish to perform the Rajasuya sacrifice. In this sacrifice, people uninterested in 

Your devotional service will be able to see firsthand the superiority of Your devotees and the 

inferiority of nondevotees. They will also be able to see Your lotus feet.” Lord Krishna praised 

Yudhishthira’s suggestion: “Your scheme is so excellent that it will spread your fame 

throughout the universe. Indeed, all living beings should desire that this sacrifice be performed. 

To make this sacrifice possible, however, it is required that you must first defeat all the kings of 

the earth and collect all the necessary paraphernalia.” 

Satisfied with Lord Krishna’s words, King Yudhishthira sent his brothers to conquer the 

various directions. After they had conquered the kings in their assigned directions, they brought 

back abundant wealth to Yudhishthira. They informed him, however, that Jarasandha, the 

wicked and cruel king of Magadha could not be defeated. As King Yudhishthira pondered how 

he could subdue Jarasandha, Sri Krishna revealed to him the means for doing so, following the 

previous advice of Uddhava. 

Bhima, Arjuna and Sri Krishna then disguised themselves as brahmanas and went to the 

palace of Jarasandha, who was devoted to the brahminical class. They introduced themselves as 

brahmanas to King Jarasandha, flattering him by praising his reputation for hospitality, and 

requested him to grant their desire. Seeing the marks of bowstrings on their limbs, Jarasandha 

concluded that they were warriors and not brahmanas. He also thought that he had seen them 

somewhere before. But although these three persons were kshatriyas, they had come to his door 

begging alms like brahmanas. Therefore he decided that he would fulfill their desires in spite of 

their being kshatriyas, because they had already diminished their position by appearing before 

him as beggars. At that point Lord Krishna discarded His disguise and asked Jarasandha to fight 

Him in one-to-one combat. But Jarasandha considered Bhima a worthy opponent. Thus 

Jarasandha handed Bhima a club and took up another himself, and they all went outside the city 

to begin the fight. 

After the fight had gone on for some time, it became clear that the two opponents were 

equally matched for either of them to gain victory. Lord Krishna then showed Bhima how to kill 

Jarasandha. Bhima threw Jarasandha to the ground, stepped on one of his legs, seized the other 

with his arms and killed him Seeing Jarasandha dead, his relatives and subjects lamented. Lord 

Krishna then appointed Jarasandha’s son as ruler of Magadha and released the kings Jarasandha 

had imprisoned and tortured cruelly. 
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Story 23: The Deliverance of Shishupala 

 After glorifying Lord Krishna, King Yudhishthira selected qualified brahmanas such as 

Bharadvaja, Gautama and Vasishtha to serve as the priests of the Rajasuya sacrifice. Then many 

exalted guests of all the four social orders arrived to see the sacrificial performance. As the 

sacrifice proceeded, the ritual of ‘first worship’ had to be performed, and the members of the 

assembly were called upon to decide who would receive this honor. Sahadeva spoke up, “Sri 

Krishna, the Supreme Lord, is indeed the most glorious person, for He Himself contains all the 

deities worshiped by Vedic sacrifice. In His role as the Supersoul in the heart, He arranges for 

everyone in the universe to engage in his particular kind of work, and by His mercy alone 

human beings can perform various kinds of pious activities and receive the resultant benefits. 

One who worships Him worships all living entities. Surely Lord Krishna should be worshiped 

first.” 

Nearly everyone in the assembly agreed with Sahadeva’s proposal and loudly 

congratulated him. Thus King Yudhishthira happily worshiped Lord Krishna. After bathing His 

feet, the King took the left over water and sprinkled it on his head. Following this, his wives, 

younger brothers, ministers and relatives also sprinkled this water on their heads. Then 

everyone shouted, “All victory, all victory!” and bowed down to Lord Krishna as flowers rained 

down from above. 

The wicked Shishupala, ever envious of the Lord, however, could not tolerate this 

worship and glorification of Sri Krishna. He stood up from his seat and severely rebuked the 

wise elders for choosing Krishna to be worshiped first. “Krishna does not belong to a high 

family. Indeed, it appears that He is outside the jurisdiction of all religious principles. He 

always acts independently, not caring for the Vedic injunctions and regulative principles. 

Therefore He is devoid of all qualities.” 

Even as Shishupala continued to blaspheme Him in this way, Lord Krishna remained 

silent. But many members of the assembly covered their ears and quickly left the hall, while the 

Pandava brothers raised their weapons. Lord Krishna stopped them from attacking, however, 

and instead used His Sudarshana chakra and killed Shishupala. At that moment an effulgent 

spark of light rose out of Shishupala’s dead body and entered the transcendental body of Lord 

Krishna. 

King Yudhishthira then distributed plentiful gifts to the respected guests of the assembly 

and to the priests, and finally he executed the purificatory oblations known as the prayashchitta-

homa, which counteract errors made during the sacrifice. Yudhishthira’s Rajasuya sacrifice 

having now been completed, Lord Krishna took His leave from the King and set off for Dvaraka 

in the company of His wives and ministers. Duryodhana could not bear to see this abundant 

manifestation of King Yudhishthira’s prosperity, but apart from him, everyone happily praised 

the glories of the Rajasuya sacrifice and of the Lord of all sacrifices, Sri Krishna. 
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Story 24: The Brahmana Sudama Blessed by Lord Krishna 

 The brahmana Sudama, a friend of Lord Krishna’s, was completely free of material 

desires. He maintained himself and his wife with whatever came of its own, and thus they were 

poverty-stricken. One day, Sudama’s wife being unable to find any food to prepare for her 

husband, went to him and asked that he visit his friend Krishna in Dvaraka and ask for some 

charity. Sudama was unwilling, but when she persisted he agreed to go, reflecting that an 

opportunity to see the Lord was extremely auspicious. His wife begged a few handfuls of 

flattened rice as a gift for Sri Krishna, and Sudama set off for Dvaraka. 

As Sudama approached the palace of Lord Krishna’s principal wife, Rukmini-devi, the 

Lord saw him from a distance. Krishna immediately rose from His seat on Rukmini’s bed and 

embraced His friend with great joy. Then He sat Sudama down on the bed, washed his feet with 

His own hands and sprinkled the same water on His head. After this He presented him with 

various gifts and worshiped him with incense, lamps and so on. Meanwhile, Rukmini fanned the 

shabbily dressed brahmana with a yak tail whisk. All of this surprised the residents of the 

palace. 

Lord Sri Krishna then took the hand of His friend, and the two of them remembered the 

things they had done together long ago, while living in the school of their spiritual master. 

Sudama pointed out that Krishna engages in the pastime of acquiring an education only to set an 

example for human society. In the course of His loving talks with His friend Sudama, Lord 

Krishna said, “My dear brahmana, have you brought any gift for Me from home? I regard as 

very significant even the smallest offering from My loving devotee friend.” But the poor 

brahmana was ashamed to present Krishna with his insufficient gift of flat rice. However, since 

Lord Krishna is the Supersoul living in all hearts, He knew why Sudama had come to visit Him. 

So He grabbed the bundle of flat rice Sudama was hiding and ate a handful of it with great 

pleasure. 

Feeling as if he had gone back to Godhead, Sudama spent that night comfortably in Lord 

Krishna’s palace, and the next morning he set off for home. As he passed along the highway, he 

thought of how fortunate he was to have been so honored by Sri Krishna. Absorbed in this 

meditation, Sudama arrived at the place where his small hut used to be and he was struck with 

great wonder. Instead of his broken-down shed, he saw a series of luxurious palaces. While he 

stood amazed, a group of beautiful men and women came forward to greet him with songs and 

music. The brahmana’s wife, wonderfully decorated with celestial jewelry, came out of the 

palace and welcomed him with great love and reverence. Sudama entered his home with her, 

thinking that this extraordinary transformation must have been due to the Supreme Lord’s 

mercy on him. From then on Sudama lived his life amidst abundant wealth, yet he maintained 

his mood of detachment and constantly chanted the glories of Lord Krishna. In a short time he 

broke off all bonds of bodily attachment and attained the kingdom of God. 

Story 25: The Deliverance of Lord Shiva 
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 Lord Vishnu possesses all opulence’s, while Lord Shiva lives in poverty. Yet the 

devotees of Vishnu are generally poverty-stricken, while Shiva’s attain abundant wealth. When 

Maharaja Parikshit asked Sukadeva Gosvami to explain this puzzling fact, the sage replied, 

“Lord Shiva manifests as false ego in three varieties, according to the three modes of nature. 

From this false ego arise the five physical elements and the other transformations of material 

nature, totaling sixteen. When a devotee of Lord Shiva worships his manifestation in any of 

these elements, the devotee obtains all sorts of corresponding enjoyable opulences. But because 

Lord Sri Hari is transcendental to the modes of material nature, His devotees also become 

transcendental.” At the end of the performance of his Ashvamedha sacrifices, King 

Yudhishthira had asked this same question of Lord Krishna, who replied, “When I feel special 

compassion for someone, I gradually deprive him of his wealth. Then the poverty-stricken 

man’s children, wife and other relations all abandon him. Thus he befriends My devotees. Then 

he can become freed from the bondage of material life and attain the kingdom of God, 

Vaikuntha.” 

Lord Brahma, Lord Vishnu and Lord Shiva can each bestow or withhold favors, but 

whereas Lord Brahma and Lord Shiva are satisfied or angered very quickly, Lord Vishnu is not. 

Once the demon Vrika, intent on pleasing Lord Shiva, went to the holy place of Kedaranatha 

and began worshiping Lord Shiva by offering pieces of his own flesh as offerings into the fire. 

When Shiva did not appear, Vrika decided to cut off his own head. Just at the critical moment, 

Lord Shiva appeared from the sacrificial fire and stopped him, offering the demon whatever 

boon he chose. Vrika said, “May death come to whomever I touch upon the head with my 

hand.” Lord Shiva was obliged to fulfill this request, and at once the wicked Vrika tried to test 

the boon by putting his hand on the lord’s head. Terrified, Shiva fled for his life, finally 

reaching the planet of Shvetadvipa, where Lord Vishnu resides. 

The Lord then disguised Himself as a young student and went before Vrikasura. In a 

sweet voice he addressed the demon: “My dear Vrika, please rest awhile and tell Us what you 

intend to do.” Vrika was charmed by the Lord’s words and revealed everything that had 

happened. The Lord said, “Ever since Lord Shiva was cursed by Prajapati Daksha, he has 

become just like a carnivorous hobgoblin. So you shouldn’t trust his word. Better to test his 

boon by putting your hand on your own head.” Puzzled by these words, the foolish demon 

touched his own head, which immediately shattered and fell to the ground. Cries of “Victory!” 

“Obeisances!” and “Well done!” were heard from the sky, and the demigods, sages, celestial 

forefathers and Gandharvas all congratulated the Supreme Lord by raining down flowers upon 

Him. Thus by the grace of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Narayana, who is 

transcendental to all material qualities, Lord Shiva was saved from being killed by a demon. 

Anyone who hears this history with faith and devotion is certainly liberated from material 

entanglement as well as from the clutches of his enemies. 


